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There began at this time a friendship between him and Mr. A.
E. W. Mason, the novelist and playwright, then Liberal Member
for Coventry, which was maintained until his death. There
were also Mr. (later Sir Charles) Henry, Liberal Member for the
Wellington Division of Shropshire, and his American wife, who
had built an attractive house near Wargrave, within easy reach
of Fox Hill, where they entertained numerous politicians who
played golf with varying degrees of skill on the private nine-hole
course. Further, it was at this time that he and his wife began
a friendship with Mr. Alfred Mond, then Liberal Member for
Chester and later the first Lord Melchett, and Mrs. Mond, which
was later to develop into a mutually cherished and lasting intimacy
through my marriage in 1914 to their eldest daughter, Eva.

The year 1908 began with a personal sorrow and a passing
disappointment. For Sir John Lawson Walton, the Attorney-
General, died in January, and Rufus Isaacs felt keenly the loss of
Ins old master, adversary and friend. Sir William Robson, the
Solicitor-General, was duly promoted to the higher office, but
Rufus Isaacs' hopes of succeeding to the junior Law Officership
were not yet to be realized. S. T. Evans, who, though a far less
prominent figure at the Bar, had for many years done stalwart
service for the Liberal cause both in the House and the country,
was appointed to the vacant office. But Rufus Isaacs, still under
fifty and in the direct line of succession, could afford to wait.

Throughout that year Rufus Isaacs took little public part in
the House, contenting himself with an able debating speech on
the second reading of the highly contentious Licensing bill and
with a useful intervention in committee. It is small wonder
that he had little time for the preparation of parliamentary-
speeches, for 1908 was the year of big cases.

At the beginning of March he appeared for the plaintiffs
against Carson and Eldon Bankes in the action of Wyler and the
Ibo and Nyassa Corporation v. Lewis and others, in which damages
were claimed for conspiracy in connection with the affair of the
Nyassa Company which had been formed fifteen years earlier
and had acquired by charter sovereign rights, administrative
powers and commercial privileges and monopolies over Portuguese
Nyassaland.

In the following year Wyler had entered into an agreement
to finance the venture and had acquired not only a considerable
block of shares but an option to acquire more. It was in respect
of this option that the defendants were said to have conspired
together to induce the company to repudiate the agreement with
Wyler and to transfer to them the financing and control. Ulti-